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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) An annotation method for collaboration among a plurality of 
interconnected hosts, comprising the steps of: 

annotating an application window that is displayed on a display unit; 

forming or selecting an annotation object that is constructed separately from an 
application that constructs said application window, wherein said annotation object comprises an 
animated annotation object ; 

determining a display position for said annotation object and displaying said annotation 

object thereat; and 

transmitting to said plurality of interconnected hosts a request event for [[thejl sharing of 
said annotation object, so that said annotation object can be shared by said plurality of 
interconnected hosts. 

2. (Original) The annotation method according to claim 1 , wherein said annotation object 
is displayed in a window having a TOPMOST attribute so that said window is always displayed 
in the foreground. 

3. (Original) The annotation method according to claim 2, wherein said annotation object 
is displayed by forming a window from which a portion not required for the annotation is 
removed. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The annotation method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
receiving from said plurality of interconnected hosts images displayed in said application 

window when said images displayed on desktops by said plurality of hosts differ. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for additional writing to an application window 
displayed on a desktop, comprising the steps of: 

selecting an annotation object for additional writing to said application windo w, wherein 
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said annotation object comprises an animated annota tion object; and 

displaying a window, from which an unnecessary portion has been removed, for said 
annotation obiect by employing a window having a TOPMOST attribute to display said 
annotation object in the foreground screen on said desktop. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein, at said step of displaying a 
window, a set of rectangles is formed of pixels for which an occupation rate is not zero, and a 
region is generated using a region function, so that the shape of said window can be set so as to 
not include a transparent portion. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer apparatus comprising: 
a display unit for displaying an application window; 

an annotation object window definition file for storing an annotation object window 
formed without dependence on an application that constructed said application window,, wherein 
said annotation object window comprises an animated annotation object window; 

a window shaping unit, for shaping a window to display said stored annotation object 
window ; 

an object selector for selecting [[an]] said displayed annotation object window that is 
additionally written in said application window; and 

a location selector for designating a location for the display of said selected 
annotation objec t window that corresponds to a predetermined position in said application 
window, wherein said display unit displays [[an]] said annotation object window 4 shaped by said 
window shaping unit at said designated locations in said application window. 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said 
window shaping unit detects a transparent attribute of an object, which is information for said 
annotation object window , and permits enables a predetermined image that is positioned at said 
predetermined location in said application window to be seen through. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The computer apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising: 

a sharing request transmitter for transmitting an annotation object window sharing request 
to a computer apparatus that is connected thereto. 

J 1 . (Currently Amended) An automatic contract machine comprising: 

means for displaying predetermined windows including an application window employed 
when jointly preparing a contract with a customer; and 

means for receiving from a connected host apparatus, a request event for the sharing of an 
annotation o bject window t hat is used to draw the attention of a customer to said application 
window , wherein said annotation object window comp rises an animated annotation object 
window , wherein said means for displaying processes said annotation o bject window based on 
said sharing request event, and displays [[anl | said annotation object window in said application 
window. 

12. (Currently Amended) The automatic contract machine of claim 1 1 ♦ wherein said means 
for displaying designates a location for said annotation objec t window , and a window designat e d 
fof said annotation_ obicct windo_w is shaped using a region function. 

1.3. (Currently Amended) A system for collaboration between a first host and a second host, 
wherein said first host comprises: 

selection means, for forming or selecting an annotation object to be used when annotating 
a first application window displayed by said second hos t wherein said annotation object 
comprises an animated annotation object ; and 

transmission means, for transmitting, to said second host, a request event for the sharing 
of said annotation object that is formed or selected [[; and]] . wherein said second host 
comprises: 

reception means, for receiving from said first host said request event for the 
sharing of said annotation object : 

processing means, for processing said annotation object based on said sharing 
request event; and 
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first display means, for displaying with said first application window a second 
window containing said processed annotation object, 

14. (Original) The collaboration system according to claim 13, wherein said first host further 
comprises: 

second display means, for displaying a predetermined third application window and said 
selected annotation object, wherein said third application window is the same as said second 
application window displayed by said second host, and wherein said annotation object is 
displayed on said third application window. 

15. (Original) The collaboration system according to claim 13, wherein said first host further 
comprises: 

acquisition request means for requesting from said second host a currently displayed 
application window. 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium for storing a program that 
permits enables a computer to perform: 

a process for forming or selecting an annotation object to draw attention to a specific 
portion of a desktop image displayed on a desktop, wherein said annotation object comprises an 
animated annotation object : 

a process for determining a display positions for said annotation object; and 
a process for transmitting, to a connected host, a sharing request event that includes 
information concerning said annotation object and said determined display positions. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for controlling the display of a 
computer, comprising: 

a first sub-routine, stored on a storage medium, for permittin g enabling said computer to 
perform a process for designating a location on a desktop, whereat an annotation object window 
is displayed, for the writing and the display on said desktop of an additional application window, 
wherein said annotation object window comprises an animated annotation object window ; and 

Page 5 of 12 
Sakaguchi eta!. -09/927,155 

PAGE 7/14 ' RCVD AT 1/17/2006 4:43:31 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:U3PTMFXRF«39 4 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:9723857766 1 DURATION (mm-ss):04-38 



01/17/2886 15:45 9723857766 YEE & ASSOCIATES, PC PAGE 98/14 



a second sub-routine, also stored on said storage medium, for permitting enabling 
said computer to perform a process for displaying on said desktop screen, using a window having 
an attribute that ensures said window will be displayed in the foreground of the screen, an 
annotation object window, in which an unnecessary portion is transparent. 

18. (Currently Amended) A program transmission apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing a program that permits enables a computer to perform: 

a process for forming or selecting an annotation object to draw attention to a 

specific portion of a desktop image displayed on a desktop, wherein said annotation object 

comprises an animated annotation object ; 

a process for determining a display position for said annotation object; [[and]] 
a process for transmitting, to a connected host, a sharing request event that 

includes information concerning said annotation object, and said determined display position; 

and 

transmission means for reading said program from said storage means and for 
transmitting said program. 

19. (Currently Amended) A program transmission apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing a program that p e rmits enables a computer to perform: 

a process for designating a location on a desktop screen, whereat an annotation 
object window is displayed, for the writing and the display on said desktop screen of an 
additional application window ^wherein said annotation object win dow comprises an animated 
annotation object window ; 

a process for displaying on said desktop screen, using a window having an 
attribute that ensures said window will be displayed in the foreground of said desktop screen, 
[[an]] said annotation object window in which an unnecessary portion is transparent; and 

transmission means for reading said program from said storage means and for 
transmitting said program. 

20. (New) The annotation method according to claim 1, wherein said animated annotation 
object is constructed using an animated graphics interchange format or an animated applet 
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